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Over one million contraband
cigarettes seized in Semporna

Provided for client's internal research purposes only. May not be further copied, distributed, sold or published in any form without the prior

Hamzah Sanudin

TAWAU: More than one million
contraband cigarettes were
seized from a house at Kampung
Kubang Jaya, Semporna
recently.

A team from the Tawau
Customs Department raided
the unnumbered house on
November 24 after receiving
public information.

Sabah Zone Customs Assistant
Director General Datuk Mochd
Nasir Deraman said the
1,009,600 cigarettes of various
brands were estimated o worth
RMi83520 with unpaid tax of
RMs10,168.

“The raiding team also arrested
a local man in his 60s who is
the owner of the house,” he said
during a press conference here
on Tuesday.

He said investigation found
that all the cigarettes were
brought in from neighbouring
countries for the local market.

“The modus operandi is to
bring in the cigarettes from

consent of the copyright owner.

Mohd Nasir (third right) showing the confiscated cigarettes.

neighbouring countries and
use an unnumbered house as a
temporary storage.

“The house that was raided was
used to hide contraband before
being sold and distributed to the
surrounding markets,” he said.

According to Mohd Nasir,
further investigations are still
being conducted on the entry
of contraband cigarettes and
the suspect will be charged in

court.
“All the evidence and suspect
were taken to the Semporna

Customs Office for further
investigation. The case is
investigated under Section

135(1)(d) of the Customs Act 1976,
he said.

“Smuggling not only harms
the country in terms of loss of
revenue but also poses a threat
to national security and the

well-being of the people,” he
added.

Therefore, Mohd Nasir called
on the public to cooperate by
channelling information of
smuggling activities to the
Customs toll free line at 1-800-88-
8855.

“The Customs Department
assures that the identity of
informants is kept confidential,”
he said.



&isentia AUTHOR: Hamzah Sanudin  SECTION: HOME PAGE: 6 PRINTED SIZE: 200.00cm* REGION: KL
9 MARKET: Malaysia PHOTO: Full Color ASR: MYR 1,115.00 ITEM ID: MY0056760710

06 DEC, 2023
- _ Over one million contraband cigarettes seized in

___,EL‘ Semporna

Borneo Post (KK), Malaysia

Page 2 of 2

SUMMARIES

TAWAU: More than one million contraband cigarettes were seized from a house at Kampung Kubang Jaya, Semporna recently.
A team from the Tawau Customs Department raided the unnumbered house on November 24 after receiving public
information.Sabah Zone Customs Assistant Director General Datuk Mohd Nasir Deraman said the 1,009,600 cigarettes of
various brands were estimated 0 worth KMI83,520 with unpaid tax of RM510.168.
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