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Kelantan Customs foils 
attempt to smuggle cigarettes 
worth RM2 million in Bachok 
KOTA BHARU: The Royal 
Malaysian Cus toms Depar tment 
(JKDM) in Kelantan broke up an 
a t t e m p t t o smuggle cigarettes 
w o r t h almost RM2 million 
including tax in a n operat ion in 
Jalan Kuala Kemasin, Bachok, last 
Tuesday (July 11). 

Director of JKDM Kelantan 
Wan Jamal Abdul Salam Wan 
Long said the clandestine activity 
was exposed by the East Zone 
Risk Branch of t h e Kota Bharu 
enforcement division. 

He said a subsequen t search 
carried ou t a t l am last Tuesday 
f o u n d a f ive- tonne lorry 
abandoned on the roadside in 

Jalan Kuala Kemasin. 
"An inspect ion o n t h e lorry 

revealed as m a n y as 2,500,000 
branded whi te cigarettes 
suspected of being smuggled 
in by sea. The cigarettes were 
es t imated to be wor th RM208,000 
in the local marke t while t h e 
to ta l t ax involved was as much as 
RMl.736,800," he said at t h e JKDM 
office here yesterday. 

Wan Jamal Abdul Salam said 
JKDM Kelantan is still continuing 
t h e invest igat ion t o t r ack down 
t h e owner of t h e abandoned 
cont raband a n d lorry. He said t h e 
modus operandi of smugglers is to 
use t h e sea rou te along the coast 

t o bring cigarettes be fore loading 
t h e m into t rucks to be distributed 
to customers in the local market . 

"All the cigarettes are suspected 
t o be b rought f r o m Vie tnam and 
w e do not rule ou t t h e possibility 
of foreign f i shermen being 
involved in t h e activity, bu t so fa r 
we have no clear information. 

"Based on t h e large n u m b e r of 
cigarettes, it is likely tha t they will 
be b rought t o the Klang Valley to 
be marketed," he said. 

He said t h e case is invest igated 
unde r Section I35(l)(d) of t h e 
Cus toms Act 1967 where t h e 
guil ty p a r t y could be f ined or 
jailed or both. — Bernama 
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SUMMARIES
KOTA BHARU: The Royal Malaysian Customs Department (JKDM) in Kelantan broke up an attempt to smuggle cigarettes worth
almost RM2 million including tax in a n operation in Jalan Kuala Kemasin, Bachok, last Tuesday (July 11). Director of JKDM
Kelantan Wan Jamal Abdul Salam Wan Long said t h e clandestine activity was exposed by the East Zone Risk Branch of the
Kota Bharu enforcement division.
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